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SAINT ANNE CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

Christmas Novena Masses
Dec 16—24 @ 8:45am Mon—Sat; 10am Sun

Christmas Eve, Dec 24 Vigil
5pm—Family Mass*
8pm—Mass in Chinese**
Christmas Day, Dec 25

8am &10am—Mass*
Noon—Mass in Chinese**

415-665-1600 x 21

415-665-1600 x 22

Confessions: Sunday, half-hour before each Mass

*Livestream at www.facebook.com/StAnneSF
** jvestream at www.facebook.com/CCinSF




Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 19, 2021

Blessed art thou among women,
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb!

Our Lord Jesus Is Near

Last week we celebrated “Gaudete” Sunday when the
church encourages us to rejoice because our Lord is near.
On this fourth and last Sunday of Advent, our first reading
and gospel have one thing in common. This is the fact that
from the lowly clan of Judah and from Mary, the lowly
handmaid, God has prepared a body for Christ, the Prince
of Peace. According to our second reading from Hebrews,
Christ assures his father: “Here | am! | am coming to do

|II

your will.” He comes soon in order to fill our hearts with his

spirit of peace and joy.

As we gradually approach the fulfillment of God’s promise
to us, the gospel of this Sunday presents us with the visita-
tion of Mary to her cousin Elizabeth. In spite of her preg-
nancy, Mary still found time to visit her cousin in order to
share her joy.

Through this, she displayed her hospitality, generosity, hu-
mility, and her love. This is why she is blessed. It was not
only Mary that visited Elizabeth, but also the Divine Child
and Prince of Peace did. Hence, this visit was divine.

Also, it is important to note that what happened between
the child in Mary’s womb and the child in Elizabeth’s womb
was a divine encounter. This is exactly what the psalmist is
describing here: “When love and faithfulness meet, when

Justice and truth meet; righteousness and peace embrace
each other” (Ps 85, 10). Both Elizabeth and Mary experi-
enced this.

The visit of Mary to Elizabeth was not a mere coincidence.
It was a well thought out plan of God, which was executed
at the appropriate time. This season, God has planned to
honor each of us personally with a divine visit. He knows
the way to where we live. He knows the number of our
house, and he knows exactly the number of our room. He
comes quickly to visit us personally in order to transform
and make our lives better.

This season, what we are about to have is a divine encoun-
ter with the child Jesus. This encounter will fill us with the
Holy Spirit, who will empower us as he empowered Eliza-
beth. This divine encounter with Christ will bring us trans-
formation. It will promote peace and a greater joy in our
hearts as it did for Elizabeth and the child in her womb.

Soon and very soon, we shall hear a knock at our door. We
shall hear the voice of Mary, the new ark of the covenant
with the divine child. They are close to us. So we must be
ready to receive them that our joy may be complete.
Finally, as we wait for our divine visitation and encounter
this season, let us implore the Lord: “God of hosts, bring us
back. Let your face shine on us, and we shall be saved.”

--Fr Celestine

In line with Pope

gl W 4 planet, St. Anne
M students were
@l offered the
opportunity to
¥ create Christ-
mas wrappings
that wouldn’t
®N end up as land-
« fill. We stamped
& white butcher
aedtd paper with ink,
eSS so the paper
remains recyclable. For adornments, we made dried
oranges & brought rosemary & pine tree sprigs and ori-
gami stars & cherry blossoms. We practiced tying it all
up with jute twine, a natural vegetable fiber, because
tape & glue make paper unrecyclable. Voila... |thought
the group did a fine job producing eco-friendly gift-wrap
in a short amount of time.
Rachel Leluc, Pastoral Programs Coordinator




Saint Anne Parish
MASS INTENTIONS
WEEK of December 19, 2021

Sunday, December 19
8:00am Parishioners of Saint Anne
Sixto Posadas (D)

10:00am John and Mabel Ottman (D)
Noon Fr. Mario Rosso (D)

Monday, December 20
8:45am Joseph Chen (D)
Anthony Chan (D)
Eva Loftus (D)

Tuesday, December 21

8:45am Daniel Liu (D)
Estele Nills (D)
Bernice Sabin (D)

Wednesday, December 22
8:45am Alice Liu (D)
Valerie Meehan (D)
Mary Dealy (D)

Thursday, December 23
8:45am John Hoffman (D)
Jean Lau (D)

Friday, December 24
8:45am Parishioners of Saint Anne

CHRISTMAS EVE
5:00pm Living & Deceased Members
of the Helen Foster Family
8:00pm Parishioners of Saint Anne

(No Midnight Mass)

Saturday, December 25— CHRISTMAS
8:00am John & Marian Fox (D)

10:00am Parishioners of Saint Anne
Pat Toop (D)
Noon Lam Shing (D)
Maria Lau (D)

Presider
Fr. Nascimento

Fr. Nascimento
Fr. Zhai, SVD

Fr. Zhai, SVD

Fr. Nascimento

Fr. Zhai, SVD

Fr. Zhai, SVD

Fr. Zhai, SVD

Fr. Nascimento

Fr. Zhai, SVD

Fr. Tyowua
Fr. Tyowua

Fr. Zhai, SVD

(No 5pm Saturday Vigil Mass)

Prayer for the Fourth Sunday of Advent

Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord,

your grace into our hearts,

that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your Son

was made known by the message of an Angel,

may by his Passion and Cross

be brought to the glory of his Resurrection.

Who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

/X
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5]} Christmas Novena

\_STANNE /

— Dec 16-24, 2021 at 8:45am Mass
Dec 19 at 10am Mass

In the Misa de Gallo tradition,
9 Day Novena in preparation for Christmas
Singers needed for the Masses each day.

Please contact Freda Motak (415-335-5606)
or Amelia Austria (415-999-1123)

Last Week’s Collections

December 12, 2021
Retirement Fund for Religious
Figures Not Available at Time of Publication

This Week’s Second Collection
Property and Insurance Fund

Archdiocesan Annual Appeal 2021
Goal: $53,983
Donations Received as of 12/10: $43,409.00
We have reached 80% of our goal!

Thank You All for Your Generosity!
For on-line giving, visit: www.stanne-sf.org
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