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All Masses Livestreamed except Sunday 8am

Confessions: 30 minutes before
Saturday Vigil and each Sunday Mass
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December 10, 2023

SECOND
SUNDAY OF ADVENT

N NP~

Lord, enlighten us

as we await your coming!

@astor’s Column

Christmas Novena — An ltalian priest named Fr. Charles
Vachetta is credited with writing a novena in 1721 to in-
spire his parishioners during Advent. This Novena remains
popular with the Hispanic and Filipino communities. The
Hispanics call theirs Las Posadas while the Filipinos call
theirs Simbang Gabi. But why pray a novena? The origin of
novena goes back to Jesus’ instruction to His disciples be-
fore He ascended to heaven. He taught His disciples to
pray for the coming of the Holy Spirit. Nine days later after
Jesus’ Ascension, the disciples received the gift of the Holy
Spirit on Pentecost. And it was Jesus who taught us to be
persistent in our prayers. The reason is not because God is
hard of hearing, but because there’s a spiritual battle. We
invite you to bring whatever petition, worry or concern to
the Christmas Novena that Christ’s Light may dispel the
darkness and we will be victorious. At St. Anne, we will
hold our Christmas Novena from Dec 15-23. During the
weekdays, the Mass will be at 6pm and on weekends the
Mass will be at 5pm. Food and drinks will follow each
celebration, so bring a friend as all are welcome.

Sacrament of Reconciliation — In the same way that we
would have our annual physical check-up, the Church also
teaches us to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation at
least once a year. Obviously, if we are sick we would seek
medical help more frequently, so likewise, we can also
make use of this sacrament when we find ourselves need-
ing additional spiritual graces. For venial sins, those that
injure our relationship with God, we can confess directly to
God. For example, at the beginning of each Mass, we are
given that opportunity to express our sorrow and reconcile
with God. The priest then prays a prayer of absolution over

us. For mortal sins, those that sever our friendship with
God, we should seek the Sacrament to reconcile ourselves
back to God. Besides pardon of sin, in the Sacrament, we
will also be supported by the prayer of the priest and re-
ceive the graces we’ll need to continue walking in God’s
ways. If it’s been a while since you’ve confessed and don’t
quite remember how to do it, it’s simply a conversation
with the priest. Tell him how long it’s been since your last
confession and tell him what weighs heavy in your heart.
When you’re done, he'll give you penance, which is medi-
cine for our souls, and invite you to pray the Act of Contri-
tion. That prayer can be found on the back cover of the
missalette or you can simply pray Lord, have mercy on me a
sinner. Afterwards, the priest will absolve your sins and you
may leave to complete your penance. It’s always a great
feeling knowing that our sins have been forgiven. During
Advent, a priest will be available for confessions 30 minutes
before each weekend mass.
Or you can call the office to
schedule a more suitable time
for confession. In regard to
this sacrament, Pope Francis
reminds us to “allow ourselves
to be touched by the merciful
love of the Lord who always
forgives us.”
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Pathways to Transformation

In Isaiah’s prophecy in the first reading for today, the
people of Judah, exiled and longing for their homeland, are
given a promise of return. This return is not just a physical
journey but a spiritual realignment with God. The path back
to their homeland symbolizes a return to a life in harmony
with God’s will, a theme that resonates deeply in our Ad-
vent journey.

Similarly, in the Gospel, St. John the Baptist uses lan-
guage that echoes Isaiah’s prophecy. He speaks not only to
his contemporaries but to us across the ages. Our exile is
not physical but spiritual, caused by our sins. John’s mes-
sage is clear: repentance is the road back from this exile.

As John prepares the way for Jesus, he invites us to prepare
our hearts for the coming of the Messiah.

Isaiah’s vision of a transformed world and John’s call for
repentance underscore the need for personal and commu-
nal change. The coming of Jesus signifies a profound shift in
how we relate to God and one another. This transformation
requires a deep introspection to identify what needs
change in our lives. However, pride often blinds us to our
shortcomings, creating a barrier to true repentance and
growth.

©2023 Young Catholics. All rights reserved.
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N‘thIty Christmas 5PM Vigil Mass

St. Anne of the Sunset

& C]’]O“" 850 Judah

To sign up. For more
All are welcome! information

. Friday, Dec 15-Saturday, Dec 23 -- Christmas Novena,
Masses on weekdays at 6pm and on weekends at 5pm.
. Sat, Dec 16 @ 9:45am — Decorate & Clean Church for
Christmas. Lunch provided.
. Sun, Dec 24 — Christmas Vigil Family Mass @ 5pm;
Vigil Mass in Chinese @ 8pm.
. Mon, Dec 25 — Christmas Masses at 12am Midnight,
8am, 10am & 12pm in Chinese.
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7 FAMILY CHRISTMAS CAROLING
1390 14TH AVENUE, WEEKLY PRACTICE IN DECEMBER

DAY & TIME TBC, BASED ON MAJORITY'S SCHEDUL

WITH MUSIC DIRECTOR,
RANDELL RENTAR -
& VOCALIST ¢
CASSANDRA CONDE!

% JOIN THE
FAMILY-CAROLING FUN
& OPPORTUNITIES TO
SERVE THE COMMUNITY
33 A
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~ STANNESUNSET@GMAILCOM
TO SIGN UP OR '
FOR MORE INFORMATION
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Saint Anne Parish
MASS INTENTIONS
WEEK of December 10, 2023

Sunday, December 10
8:00am People of the Parish
Ernesto and Lucila Escobar (D)

10:00am Paul Chu (D)
Noon People of the Parish

Monday, December 11
8:45am Margaret Carion (D)
Narciso Arias (D)

Tuesday, December 12
8:45am Mary Donnelly (D)
Liu Ming Tang (D)
Wednesday, December 13
8:45am Luciano and Violeta Amutan (D)

Thursday, December 14
8:45am Stephen Miley (D)

Friday, December 15
8:45am Fr. Mario Rosso (D)

6:00pm Christmas Novena Mass

Saturday, December 16
8:45am Confraternity of Saint Anne

5:00pm Christmas Novena Mass
Lorretta Lluch (D)
Thanksgiving, Cora Intertas

Come join the community in our
CHURCH CLEANING
Saturday, December 16 @ 9:15am

Help beautify St. Anne’s for the
Christmas Season!
Lunch provided after clean-up

Please Note that in 2024, we will go back to offering only
one intention per Mass. However, there are still |ots of
openings for Mass intentions in January and beyond.
Visit the rectory or call 415 665-1660 x22
to offer a Mass on behalf of a loved one or yourself.
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Retirement Fif

Sponsored by the National":{i‘leligious Retirement Office

This Week’s Second Collection

U.S. BANKRUPTCY COURT FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT
OF CALIFORNIA  SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION
In re: The Roman Catholic Archbishop of San Francisco,
Case No. 23-30564
Notice of Deadline for Filing Claims: February 20, 2024

YOU MAY HAVE A SEXUAL ABUSE CLAIM OR OTHER
CLAIM AGAINST THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SAN FRANCISCO

On August 21, 2023, The Roman Catholic Archbishop of San
Francisco, a California corporation sole, aka Archdiocese of
San Francisco (the “Debtor”), filed for protection under
chapter 11 of title 11 of the United States Code (the
“Bankruptcy Code”).

If you were sexually abused by any person connected with
the Debtor, you must file a claim so as to be received by
February 20, 2024, or otherwise you will be forever barred,
estopped, and enjoined from asserting such claim against
the Debtor.

Claims based on acts or omissions of the Debtor that oc-
curred before August 21, 2023, must be filed on or before
February 20, 2024, even if such claims are not now fixed,
liquidated, or certain or did not mature or become fixed,
liquidated, or certain before August 21, 2023.

For more information on how to obtain and file a proof of
claim form and associated documents, please visit https://
omniagentsolutions.com/RCASF, or contact Omni Agent
Solutions, Inc., the Debtor’s claims agent via email at
RCASFinquiries@omniagnt.com or by phone at 888-480-
6507 (U.S. and Canada toll free) or 747-293-0084
(International), between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00
p.m. (prevailing Pacific Time), Monday through Friday.

**|f you have questions about the bankruptcy
case filed by the Archdiocese of San Francisco,
please also visit the website at https://sfarch.org
and follow the links for Chapter 11 Filing**

Previous Week’s Collections

1st Collection, Dec. 3, 2023— $3,749.00
School Earthquake Retrofit Fund— $859.00
Christmas Flowers— $343.00

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!
For on-line giving, visit: www.stanne-sf.org

Archdiocesan Annual Appeal

2023 Goal: $49,348
Donations as of 12/04/23: $37,334
(76% of Goal)

Please help us meet our goal by donating
directly online at SFArch.org/AAA
or by dropping off a check made out to
Archdiocesan Annual Appeal 2023
at the rectory or in the weekly collection basket.
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